
Introduction to the relational model – some theory 
 

A relation r on domains D1, D2, …, Dk is any subset of 
D1XD2X … XDk 
 
For example, r = { <123-45-6789, Deepthi, $95K>, <987-65-
4321, Brian, $88K>} 
 
More often presented as: 
 
idNo name salary 
123-45-6789 Deepthi $55K 
987-65-4321 Brian $88K 
  

Employees 
 

Question – for each of the relation instances (aka “tables”) 
below, is it very similar or equal to the one above? 
 
the first one: 
 
idNo name salary 
987-65-4321 Brian $88K 
123-45-6789 Deepthi $55K 
 
the second one (trick question!): 
name salary idNo 
Deepthi $55K 123-45-6789 
Brian $88K 987-65-4321 
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Figure 3.2 ER schema diagram for the company database.
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Figure 7.6 One possible relational database state
corresponding to the COMPANY schema.
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Figure 7.7 Referential integrity constraints displayed
on the COMPANY relational database schema diagram.




